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BACKGROUND AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Disappearing PCUSA: 1984 - 2015



BACKGROUND
• The PCUSA releases church metric information annually (end of May)
• The following charts are based on data from 1984 to 2015
• Data evaluated:

o Total Membership (per year, % of 1984 baseline, % of U.S. population, 
cumulative since 1983) 

o Annual Membership Change (Gain / Loss / Net; absolute # and %; Loss-to-Gain 
ratio)

o Number of PCUSA candidates for ministry
o Number of Church changes (organized, dissolved, received, dismissed)
o Participation in Christian Education
o Comparison to changes in the United States (2007-2014; Pew Research)



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF PCUSA RESULTS
(1 OF 4)
• The PCUSA has had at least 31 consecutive years of membership loss
• Whereas in 1984 1-in-76 of the U.S. population belonged to the PCUSA, in 

2014 only 1-in-204 belonged
• In the past five years (2011-15) the PCUSA has had a net loss of over 

443,000 members (almost 23% of 2011 membership)
• 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015 have been the 5th, 3rd, 4th, 2nd & 1st 

largest % net membership loss years in PCUSA history, respectively
• The PCUSA has had a cumulative net membership loss of well over 

1,558,000 since 1984
• Even if PCUSA net losses return to the 2007 level, membership will reach 

half (50%) of the 1984 level by 2016



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF PCUSA RESULTS
(2 OF 4)
• The number of members joining the PCUSA has declined for at least 17 

consecutive years
• Whereas in 1984 1.14 members were lost for every 1 gained, in 2015 over 

2.61 members were lost for every 1 gained
• In 2014 the number of Candidates for Ministry almost halved from the 2011 -

2013 values, with minor gains in 2015
• Between 2011 & 2015 the PCUSA gained 84 and lost 920 churches (a loss to 

gain ratio of 10.9-to-1), for a five-year net loss of 836 churches
• Between 2011 & 2015 the number participating in Christian Education fell by 

almost 31%



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF PCUSA RESULTS
(3 OF 4)
• Between 2007 and 2014 PCUSA membership declined at twice the rate of 

Mainline churches, four-times the rate of the Catholic church and eight-times 
the rate of all Christian churches in the United States
o The total number of Christians declined by almost 3% (Pew Research)
o The total number of Catholics declined by over 6% (Pew)
o The total number of Evangelicals increased by over 4% (Pew)

o The total number of Mainline Protestants declined by more than 12% (Pew)

o The total number of PCUSA members declined by more than 24%



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF PCUSA RESULTS
(4 OF 4)
• These losses coincide with the successful culmination of divisive, relentless, 

decade-long campaigns to transform core teaching and policies of the 
PCUSA, for example:
o Ordination of practicing homosexuals (2010)
o Same-gender marriage (2014)
o Divestment from companies doing business with the State of Israel (2014)

• The 2014 General Assembly Overture record does not include anything that 
clearly addresses this ongoing situation

• The Presbytery of Chicago has not substantively addressed this situation
• The PCUSA leadership is in a state of denial, refusing to deal with or take 

responsibility for the consequences of their policies and actions



DETAILED DATA
The Disappearing PCUSA: 1984 - 2015



The PCUSA has had at least 31 consecutive years of membership 
loss



Whereas in 1984 1-in-76 of the U.S. population belonged to the 
PCUSA, in 2014 only 1-in-204 belonged



In the past five years (2011-15) the PCUSA has had a net loss of 
over 443,000 members (almost 23% of 2011 membership)



2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015 have been the 5th, 3rd, 4th, 2nd & 1st

largest % net membership loss years in PCUSA history, respectively



The PCUSA has had a cumulative net membership loss of well 
over 1,558,000 since 1984



Even if PCUSA net losses return to the 2007 level, membership 
will reach half (50%) of the 1984 level by 2016



Fewer new members have joined the PCUSA for at least 17 
consecutive years



Whereas in 1984 1.14 members were lost for every 1 gained, in 
2015 over 2.61 members were lost for every 1 gained



In 2014 the number of Candidates for Ministry almost halved from 
the 2011 - 2013 values, with minor gains in 2015



Between 2011 & 2015 the PCUSA gained 84 and lost 920 churches (a 
loss to gain ratio of 10.9-to-1), for a five-year net loss of 836 churches



Between 2011 & 2015 the number participating in Christian Education 
fell by almost 31% 



Between 2007 and 2014 PCUSA membership has declined at twice the rate of 
Mainline churches, four-times the rate of the Catholic church and eight-times 

the rate of all Christian churches in the United States

Pew Research Results



COMMENTARY
The Disappearing PCUSA: 1984 - 2015



COMMENTS (1 OF 2)
• The PCUSA has been in continuous membership decline since 1984

• The rate of membership decline has been steadily increasing since 1998
• In 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 the membership decline has been 

catastrophic
o 1 in 19 net members left the church in 2012
o 1 in 21 net members left the church in 2013
o 1 in 18 net members left the church in 2014

o 1 in 17.5 net members left the church in 2015
o In 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 combined, almost 1 in 5 net members left the 

church



COMMENTS (2 OF 2)
• We hear the constant refrain from our denominational leadership that the radical changes 

made to our theology and policies are intended to make the church “more relevant.” 
However, looking at Slide #14, note that the PCUSA has delivered increasing irrelevance 
to both those inside and outside of the denomination.  This raises the question: To 
whom exactly is the PCUSA leadership trying to make the denomination “more relevant?”

• There is an extraordinary, disconcerting compulsion that appears to drive this process. 
While in pursuit of their goals there appears to be no damage to the PCUSA – massive 
departure of existing members, collapsing influx of new members, stress to mission 
relationships, loss of theological, intellectual and institutional credibility, among others –
that our leadership will not accept until their demands are fully met. No matter how many 
times the denomination rejected their demands, they continued in their quest. Now that 
the denomination has finally capitulated, we are told that the issues are settled, so let’s 
just quietly move on.

• This latest destruction of the marriage boundary will certainly not be the last that is 
obliterated in pursuit of compliance with radical secular culture by the PCUSA leadership.



CONCLUSIONS
• The current leadership of the PCUSA is presiding over the 

church’s disappearance
• The membership losses are continuing unabated as the PCUSA 

accelerates its politicization of Christ’s Church, disintegration of 
Reformed Theology and abandonment of God’s Word

• It appears that our leadership is in denial, making excuses and 
cherry-picking positive talking points

• There appears to be no institutional accountability for our 
leaders at the National, Synod and Presbytery levels



WE NEED A REFORMATION WITHIN THE PCUSA 
THAT ADDRESSES CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
1. “Sola Scriptura” (Scripture Alone)

We must affirm that the Bible, Old and New Testaments equally, is God’s Word. We must contend about what 
Scripture teaches under the assumption that there is a fixed Truth to be found, starting with our Confessions.  We 
must reject the philosophy that denies the possibility of truth and the objective meaning of language. 

2. “Sola Gratia” (Grace Alone)
We must affirm that we all, regardless of ideology, gender, race, social status or any other human characteristic are sinners
who, but for God’s grace only through Jesus Christ and by the Holy Spirit, are as helpless as the dead to earn their 
salvation.

3. “Sola Fide” (Faith Alone)
Orthodox Reformed Christian faith that isn’t lived out in practice becomes weak.  Falsehoods, if lived out in practice, 
appear to be strong.  The challenge is to so live our orthodox Reformed faith to allow its power to shine forth! 

4. “Solus Christus” (Christ Alone)
We must follow Jesus Christ as testified to in the Bible.  Jesus has become “that guy who surely agrees with whatever I 
decide is good and true” as opposed to the objectively real incarnation of God who said and did specific things that are 
authoritative.

5. “Soli Deo Gloria” (To God Alone Be Glory)
We must clearly affirm that God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – is an objective, external, unchanging reality that is 
revealed through His Word, rather than a human construct with characteristics determined by current emotional states and 
social conditions.



Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with God’s people.  Amen.
Revelation 22:20b,21
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